IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR DRIVERS

Use of Hand Held Mobiles
If you drive for work, you need to be aware of imminent changes to the law
on the use of mobiles while driving.
From December 1st it will be illegal to use handheld communication devices
while driving.  This includes mobile phones, Blackberries and other mobile
communication devices.  The changes in the law reinforce BT's safe driving
policy which states:
* You must not use any handheld telecommunications equipment while driving.
* You must not take part in a conference call while driving, even if you can
use a hands free mobile.

From December 1st , individual drivers can be fined (£30) and may receive
three penalty points for using a handheld mobile while driving.  In
addition, employers can be held liable if an employee is required to use a
handheld mobile while driving for work. The same law and penalties apply to
people driving for social or domestic purposes.

The ban includes the use of handheld phones while stopped at traffic lights
or in delays during a typical journey, both of which are classed as driving.
In exceptional circumstances, such as stationary periods during a lengthy
traffic jam, it would be clear that someone wasn't driving if the engine was
turned off.

The change in the law doesn't cover devices that sit in a cradle and are
operated by only pushing buttons. However, please be aware that hands-free
devices can still be distracting and you could risk prosecution if you fail
to have full control of your vehicle.  It's far better to set up Voicemail
and turn off your phone before setting off.
In summary, unless you need to make a 999 call and it is unpractical or
unsafe to stop, there is now no excuse or reason to use a handheld phone
while driving.
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